Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 06232 021534Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 CU-02 /070W 

022238Z 037884/66 

R021351ZIUNE77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1486 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USESLAGOS 6232 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, NI, GH, UG 

SUBJECT: UGANDANS TO OPEN HIGH COMMISSION IN LAGOS 

1. UGANDA IS TO OPEN RESIDENT HIGH COMMISSION IN LAGOS. MINI- 
STRY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (MEA) OFFICIAL CONFIRMED THAT UGANDANS, 
WHOSE HIGH COMMISSIONER IN ACCRA IS ALSO ACCREDITED TO NIGERIA, 

HAD DECIDED TO MOVE THEIR MISSION FROM ACCRA IN RESPONSE TO 
GHANAIAN CLOSURE ITS HIGH COMMISSION IN KAMPALA. ACCORDING TO 
MEA, EMG HAS GIVEN ITS OEFICIAL ASSENT TO THE MOVE AND ADDITION- 
ALLY HAS AGREED TO REPRESENT UGANDA IN GHANA. 

2. EMG ACTION COMES IN WAKE OE GROWING CRITICISM OE UGANDAN 
REGIME (LAGOS 5756). UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS STUDENTS UNION YESTER- 
DAY JOINED THE RANKS OF AMIN'S DETRACTORS. IN PUBLIC STATEMENT 
ADDRESSED TO EXTERNAL AEFAIRS COMMISSIONER GARBA, STUDENTS UNION 
URGED FMG TO PREVENT OPENING UGANDAN HIGH COMMISSION IN LAGOS. 
DESCRIBING AMIN'S REGIME AS A "ONE MAN TYRANNY... DESPOTIC, CRUDE 
AND CROOKED," STATEMENT HAILED GHANA'S SUSPENSION OF RELATIONS AS 
"PROGRESSIVE STEP" TAKEN IN REACTION TO "THE RECKLESS MASS 
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MURDER OF INNOCENT AERICANS." STUDENTS SAID "NIGERIA NO DOUBT 
WILL NOT TOLERATE SUCH A BARREN MONSTER TO USE HER (NIGERIA) AS 
A BASTION WHEN SHE (UGANDA) EACES WORLD ISOLATION AND DESERVED 
CONDEMNATION FOR SENSELESS MURDERS." 

3. IT DOES NOT APPEAR, HOWEVER, THAT CRITICISM OR STUDENT 
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PETITION WILL ALTER NIGERIAN DECISION. EMG MANITAINS HIGH 
COMMISSION IN KAMPALA AND CAN HARDLY REFUSE PERMIT FELLOW MEMBER 
OF OAU TO OPEN A MISSION IN LAGOS. IT MAY EVEN BE THAT FMG 
BELIEVES IT CAN EXERT A MODERATING INFLUENCE ON AMIN THROUGH A 
RESIDENT HIGH COMMISSIONER. 

EASUM 
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